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~ free entertainment for a wet Sunday atter-
. =« noon. One March day in 1994, she took he

. atricia Gibb thought she’d found the perfect

ol
f‘
g

ALy

| Deans to nose around Higham Park, an 87-
room mansion just outside Canterbury that
was for sale. No one would be crazy enough to buy this
house, they giggled, picking their way through the
barbed wire around the crumbling balustrades outside.
What a relief that they wouldn’t be the ones paying out
thousands of pounds to restore peeling paint, cracked
plasterwork, a rotten roof and 235 acres of overgrown
gardens. Then they went off to tea in Patricia’s warm,
modern bungalow nearby. Amicably separated from
their husbands, their children grown up, Patricia, then
54, and Amanda, then 44, enjoyed comfortable
leisured lives, breeding ponies and playing bridge.
But that Sunday, perhaps there was a mysterious,
life-changing ingredient in the tea. They found
hemselves making an offer to buy Higham Park,
having worked out they could do it if both women sold
their houses. Patricia’s son Barry, 30, who works for
the French bank Parabar in London, threw his savings
into the pot too. “We bid a million pounds: so ridicu-

acknowledgement,” laughs Patricia. Instead, Higham
was sold to a property developer who had sweet-talked
£2 million out of a bank to convert it into a swish 200-
bedroom hotel. After that, whenever Patricia and
Amanda drove past the estate, they peered up the drive
to see what the builders were doing. But they saw no
sign of work. Eventually, they asked the estate agent
what had happened. It seems that on the eve of
completing the sale, Higham’s buyer had disappeared
abroad with the bank’s money. The house was back on
the market, in the hands of the Official Receiver.

Over the next few months, prospective buyers
(including, it was rumoured, Richard Branson)
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surfaced, then pulled out. as there was so much restora-
tion work involved. But Patricia, Amanda and Ba
hung on with the same “paltry’ £1 muillion offer. Their
orit impressed the Official Receiver so much that he
supported them. Now, the friends are proud chatelai
of one of Britain's most offbeat great houses.

The two self-confessed amateurs, who knew more
about horses than houses, have restored and decorated §
it on modest incomes with little professional help. o
These ladies, who barely knew how to plant arose from | ”
Woolworths, have raised acres of formal gardens from
the dead, embellishing them with rare plants in
complex colour patterns. The massive roof still has dry
rot. Until 1t 1s repaired, they
can’t begin work on the upper
floor with 1ts maze of bedrooms
and rusting bathtubs. But, whe

it comes at last, a grant fro
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Canterbury Council will help '

them. It’s the least the Council
can do for Higham Park, which
holds wvisitors in thrall with
its gardens and glittering history g

at 1includes Julius Caesar, | § T -

Gaulle, and even the fabulous car
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.

For the ladies, the present i1s
rather less glamorous than the
past. “We don’t have much time to
socialise,” confesses Patricia, 1n the brisk no-nonsense
tones of a woman used to telling a horse to mind its
manners at a tricky fence. "Every day, we get up at
5.30am and work in the garden till 11am when we
change, ready to do public tours. I man the gate or
e hardly .speak during the day.’
The house is closed on Fridays and Saturdays so they
can mow and weed all day with the aid of Barry, who -

Room with a view:
Just one of the 87
rooms needing
renovation —
Amanda and
Patricia have yet
to start upstairs

™

g™

1

]

AT 4 I v

- ] ] O
3 R W N W ow
LR = m e e ow B R o B S E L - P ] "...F‘-'ﬁ.- (O

ORI R

ey

L



g ot g T i BT e Tl ¥ L mE_ P Al W OE e e TRAT N - . T gy P g oy Wi i
o -i"'q**in-"h-':"-..';"",'r:b.' g T i ¥ ok y
- '3'."4 4-|.l :J:-.....p.
P

Himgn |
& e
-

*
w,

S,

L
£

o . ; . < : a b o 5 ' g " r . - " o s L . . -'"‘*"‘r\-i -':.- ="

£ - - - ¥ = s L, L b - S ] = - k k = & 3 e = & k o . i < _ : P

N i ‘._Ej r.‘;*‘:; % B2 . i, 3 B - el [ E Fo= - P 3 - J &"I A s ik ’ . ¢ . - : E ; g : i \ o L 5 . -.. w " . . 4 3 .. : ty : y - e

é}?,}rﬁtﬂﬁ.:@ﬁ%g_ S , : B el Ny : 2 oY N e 2 . |

" 3 E}'S‘-"r?{;::;%}: Rl e '_ L
B o

L
Y

L
b
'3
-
E
e
)
R _."J'q;a. I+T.a- g o, -i.i:.'lﬂl l'-..'-r?:;'- II
F e o gl Tyl s e - b el by ‘
b S e e S S e |
e B i e e e et el :
O R e S L L J
'-.'.'ﬁr" l-a-llhl-:,. P .l_.!:_;"r.f . B M R W e I e R O B e T e e Ry s e o R N e e e NS el e e e R e - iMmmep mE o Cmg I B g Toea TE e e st g
L _\.-1_‘ |:'\l':.lr:-t -p. :;‘I.I‘_-E" .‘-'IEI-:"I-L-I-DI_"-‘*:
-:L.-"- T ;r' Fi'a :'.1-'5'-"_;;..“.':" g
A B W T R W
B.e i s l-:‘-" L *:':..' - W - L.
o W e e TEERY i
T ey x W f B

b
et G ke - £ oyl -
B e T +-L-I AT :"1-. I-I.ﬂ 4 - iﬁ P
lil.l.-\.‘:‘-r__l-'l-n,_: g a e .\'fq Ty h_,‘:' = n:"br{q
AR e e ) w e
=g s "":.l:""l"'i-t:.ll’::i"i o A Pl e Fama et
¥

L X N y i = =
. -:' -:.'... P ‘-‘i'a.g:'ﬂ+‘
e dn & g e '_“‘_"' i_l_l;ﬁ' ) _‘I'I'I-r'i__j"_f- -5 T --:J:il"-'\-"'q"q
P 0 ol iy, PR T, ] & T o K .j.‘il-i. 'rn.irl1'n1.1l L-Il--l,i!l- k! ‘,E"_ W
T P e L R e & e . ?.' R -f-\,-‘,. & . ik R
T "'_"'.'l'-"d'-.'"'i"-i'- g L ot LN .l'l-.l'-.il.rr-:l: e ] PO £ o
o e 8 e ) el g ey g ety g e g & s . & o Bk, e B R el B
el R T e I e A e lF‘iI'"h i:-tl-nln. : .j‘:;-l.f Bk s R
N g R d Eig O we g F oy ¥ W ] o n B g B 7 n [ N R -:-.I."l..-.-
S e o Ty e e el e : P T R e a a
¥ 3 d oy e - i
Wa el al o T W B L e y g A -‘ﬁ,*_' B T e P
- - " - F e L Sy | W L - LR R K
" u £ ] W £l EE A [ fq. e o
: it o - l“:t}h‘ w ] [
J s 8 ] L - L] L O a W R 1 -
..q,ll W F RN T TR E R RN LW ] 4 = = o
I o e R i-£ - l'h---i. o W & B TE =T . v
A L | i gty & - R W i T . ok i R Y
R 5 W - I T i e o e d g
. -n."'l-_-p'.-: e I * T e-"-" " o P P P gl ':‘4*'-' T o ] .:"
Sdag Sy jq T e Nl e el T - i P i W
o & d E
-

& R LY -
e = 5 P
l-i_i-ll'li 4w

=
3 > - N ] = ¥ .. " £ 3 d l': n i oy 'i.._".."-" - -i-: —|.+|.Tl'-'.i;l-r-.'- - -+||' oy | £
I r J [ - X ] w = ¥ _b -y s oy R BT T R T L] ® a8 =m L
v F"":a L i:f" w N e ' s -l - - g L r‘ll"".u:"lrl-rl.:'rlt'\:li’ll.--I= :r::l.‘r ""l‘l‘l’qtlﬁ“%":‘lh‘&il-.‘.- "l:-.- -.i;‘l.-'n.q.hll-i.: [ S l-'I.-:}L-.‘"- "'*ﬂ."l‘l'l.'* L
_1". Iq::‘:!l"l' l._ l.!- .t e l_ o o 'I_.I_I e A l__l-.-!_.l...nl'q'ml-i?.ﬂ‘ P -i_i_l-'.- i_dl -'_ .'ll'.i-qr l-'.*"-' .l'l'i -..'l- r'-l'_".i'l.'.l‘i' P o hr-|.+-- N N
& [ F k o
ey a‘-‘.-:,-'-:?a ' PN LA 2 el b e i e o e e e

(1]

o

".'."' B
<

e e o
R

3 .
T ® o i g (R
e N T t\.-ﬁ--l?-
e - - s - W -
!.;'_::' ‘- Wf‘!‘ﬁ L) o
.-"'-'E i - L
—t - ;

L ]
&

¥

-
el
: b i el e e A e : R
ol g qi?.h -.-'1- L " g Al AL " 2

g Wy &

T l-!"ﬂ';!:l.r-' E‘FJI"I*I'-I?‘F

1:‘-;\_ 1. _-I|_¥£~_r o s g
- . * =

sy |

e '

+ B q .
e
'I’i."l-’i 1 'ﬂr_i‘i:n- .:r

T
;- '! i".
i1-|-n; A

e
-"I +r LN

3 - . ﬁ - y
LT y L ; o ¥ s L e e
A : Wit B e it B L v B et o e S e e b e e T
- T."“-:i L.?'.:II' . . ﬁ-._;:\:' s W -\.:_ | g Bim R Py T i-"_'-': i o e, =k d!*g' T N . :ru --'lgt_l '{‘nﬂ:lf:l-';ti'rwr‘:i{.*ifh
By A Y] -’-l ...',,I'L"k:?"' - .ﬁ o -‘a&i e L - g o .-:'J-'ll* £ - 1'..|.._-IJ:"- ".u'-.‘..'.-"."-..'n.?:p"." N e T e sl -'--"1-:1"* Ay F g
o :dd.'.: -.1--'-.: o W g rh,:. R T R R R e T T .}l.l-r“g“‘;‘{*pa}"'!-‘-:r ._;.-hli_h L E.:II';"'. o, o W g s
i 'i-,J.' -i-J- u-_i"\-;rrq---‘ s o Ly " o -;"I L] a I-"' 0 B _..1 & '-‘.*- ‘;;._ rjiq_‘:'.*_ rj1_+_-h,p o e "i.l*‘-?-"‘Frﬁ‘llﬂ-l_‘.‘I: s £ N ,u‘..'- =
A T u e, t:--@ - y oy ey i LR R e e S e e e ;:',I-,!_‘
— - Ii-"]‘ ".-l!l. e ; | N 3 Wi - o W .-i,. i
P e g ﬂ; < i Al
- .d.‘t}.-'n

. *
;"'h- ,,:;’,"."-..*,“a"l.;'.‘:;‘.'.;t. FY {.'

e
A
e
i
: he ﬁ

:'i
5
:l
iy
|
" a
el
'iT
4':'-
o
[}
3
v
-

--
i ol
* . e
s TR
r '-.'I"-'l. -
B T = o
[ i L
TN - i
® W e
g T T
" "_'.-' ] ] i P
e e T
I o =
ma, [ A
¥ ae W S
L
LA
L]

5
N

= * & - LR
"in.:;"‘" ::4 oty T
I' _-_'l. “ .l". =

= =, i . .p_‘:#-';\.’-{g; .*p:-'.:ﬁa.
%Hﬁ.pﬁ‘;ﬂ:ﬂ:.‘,}‘w‘}: W A
- ¥ 1:“-:1'-“‘!'-.' l“z [ oy L L
= '\-ﬂ- iy ‘.i'-'.:_:'!':-"p l-{,. l_{
s e e e e
o peir i S e S L e L
R
e R L
Lt
¥ ¥

&

P pi ke ety oo

-
§

. a. .". . " 3
# ¥ . ¥ L % Fomnf g s : ¥ L g T
.{I‘I-u ol :..h-.h,.il.hJ_.ii'r.‘k_tl. B e " e T e u“ & -.4;“:_..:1._\_-: __-;-...".-..
- l- -- S,

T r
-

Py &
* F .'.l'*
o - il
I‘I Ii‘!"" l--"-.:iq.?
S 3 et
X -

L
=
G e SO S
3 £ ] L = L B
u':‘c:ﬁ’;*:f}{.!f;:kf“—*i ;:.-l'}l-_.;: &iﬂ-'fi l'.r:ﬂa -".}'
e e Biwp g, g - M T i s - flge 0P . - el i s g W -
e -:J-'_L-.r.‘-.-' 3 _.'.. i o = o 2 et I.+r '-.'r._"..‘!-_e‘."‘:'r i
el e R L e ] ' = " e B =
g ,,.'_"_,5 g ML *a
o' e

=

|

-~
i
=
I- . .
ey, 3
o
—_——
- -'I-
=,
Lt —
I..IJ.._‘.i-‘__-l_i.l'- =
i 3 T
P T Ay

o

T
. = m
< ; - o
’ - T .
E i s "
"]"-t"_' : MK : i : e , a"i L i : ke - i =
s ¥ T, E s W » E it . 3 - ) . a - - : 3 = i, iy " LAY 3 g B L B s 3 & . 5 o . ) a _::-4
. - Pl kel ! % } = . 3 - . " W v ] e 1 g , . o : i i 7 k] L = " o
e T Rengate ;,r.‘:.kr.}i‘.',u,%{_ ,Z;Eﬂ;, i : [, _ Bl iy , _ ; oy - R x s : _ s A : ; L S : i . wl T <! e e
R A e : 5 —— 1 y ; - i = 3 -7 __ 3 4 Fy o q o L . ; f - ] 3 J ; ! " | X Ly i ¥, 3 R 1 - ; L= : ) ! i 5w
o J'q"nh‘,l.'i’h‘?:"-":;‘i:}' b ﬁ 'itr - e . = ¥ ) - o =g = 3 : " e E * | FE " " . Ul % 3 oy .  J : Bl . " A - L T 3 _ o P J ” ! : 3 1 f":r . *-F - D e
[ (O B S e ] = ¥ - i T - ™, 3 X L z 5 = o g | g . < - 5 1 i = T : o O - - i P o7 = &
T ) 2 4 = -:i"-'} - ST L 'y 1 . : . - - ! 4 g . 3 1 ¥ = "’ r gh T : J' - v . 5 & - ] ¥ o o o B = 1
i e E "m‘ , a EF # o :.q., * - : = e = . e . : % i, .. o . 7 ...' :. . T - . A B = - i 2 . - 4 et o -, i = .' - Fig 1 g - ; F L .}.ﬂ E " + . = E . g X an = - i‘:'.l
l;,.:- . % i lhl e R = N i : - ; : i ag, . * ; a1 L ¥ ey : Jo . [ : E : ; . 5 3 ¥, . 5 -.,._;_.
o A , M " ' . . o T S o e . e y i : r i o . ¥ 3 ’ o el
" o i t 1 ] . - . . T = u I . n_ i
; : z.‘ft" E -2 L k 4 ¥ . ot . . "l o ' o L
- . 3 : P ’ " " i R o B . 1 d 3 2 i ., ik ow g B fom, i = & ’ - = &
o = .ﬂ‘, . " : y : L . \ : 3 1 J . B = 5 = - - g Tl
s E‘ . il : . EL?, . 1 - _ . 4 ), » L . - = & @ Iy
1-‘.- -‘j’_ - ‘- 13 L] % ,.Q' ; L, i ' c i o . 3 = . - ..1 £ Fo? -‘I-
. ‘\;‘ﬂ"ﬁ-‘;&- 'E:lr‘t;:J;':Ji & -i:l.'_:l "‘ = . = LA
' L] g % T i - § e FF-I_--I
- 12 Laridi A s el T
& - gl '.-f-f T l.-‘i:l*: *‘ . . o :.‘.' -.- i'- - "‘-q - I‘ s iy & .r.'-\l.'l
4 B Fom "'«'r. 3 .fr_-i’a P g U' : _.!---_' h"h" £ "x'l" l'_ L L i e
- s A L E g = s e 2 I oS
i . F.h- g, e g Bt _'i-":"""":} £ L g 3 ; - . - . o - I'-'..:?" - '.'? . & ¥ L Y
-h < . e e . . S et . ; : e =X A R L e ~ ot g iy g oy Bt & <. o
- = z . - L 5 - A e w2 - 5 = - = 3 P o £ i = c - . 3 Y b | 3 1 o | ] : - i - o - g L]
- - o s yim mE mra g T.A s P filitl. AL F, . s s g we : f il b : L g L : ¥ i’ Al ¥ X 5 Sl e § ] B L i
e T T T SRR R B o i o o, W N Bt I v s Ay : b A PR R T - - J - o SR : oo g e - : R B - A
s TR EAR L A S A e, Ll o A ek ~ \ : . : : : - ke * . e S ﬂE pnae e
i T 7 : o _:Il._._.-_1':_I b
; . 3 Py o T, s e, T . s " s - o iy T s - =z N A ] S
: e s, T . - g Hom, ] % ; : . i X n ; r A T r " 3 o - . . ] i . : - . = : e i b 3} : ; . . & o . ; L] "ii!.i-l?_.hl_{_.l;f;.ﬁ:‘.ﬁ.l*ﬂ"_".-ﬁ'!:'r' _.-‘—'F"’__- : & ! :I-.i-. el “:.‘* A
g v . ; o .' e i s ',_. Y :-__._ Fom [ : ¥ 4 | - ¥ "‘l‘ e 3. Hal _. 3 sy - < ] F : - - - : i ! ¥ e - ' pa e . 3 " = - :' "‘r\-.-l. -.--l o g
! . - i i . F - = = 9 T e - - L 5 L
[ W o iy ] LT Y
r_:-,‘,._l.-f X .-:.-'...'- s = ":'.' i .‘-* e
- t,;:rﬂ‘;’-_:‘” # " - e o
parid Ty % et .
" e i _.'. = e i
'E" ¥ -\Hr."' lph:i
T Sa a B
d | )
A 4 n L
" B mw @ W oam L ]
Y oW o & g :.::.-*
o - L | ::!i'
] =
e . . -
- - i .
B g T
2 e
l"‘. .1 o A :r. _ln.l-':r
R
Poweoa B
¥ N ] S
q. AL DJ-= F &
£ E ‘-"-}.. l:-:.p
= -ele s -.:':".'
g oNeteiRls el
= PR -"-c“-.‘I Ii":-';_
d -.- =n .Il,r‘ﬂ. F-'iil
F . i R Fin,
rE = o m A o
X a e R
3t BRSO
T - A e, B bk e
g |’_|.|_'|' e e Il.':ﬂ- !':,.
iy ] i f‘g “m
o R s . ::_-l . b o e & I-._l-
g g Rl B LN i 'S L PR = L)
=i, R -':--.-'Er'.l' L i ..-r.l.-“ =, L e L g
W i B iy g Y "*f:- ¥ o o g :":-"r-
B g B s L e SaE A - z _y = - ¥ o L B
& d—_dli-a.. . _..I..,. = - __'.. =l I . o .;.-.._.‘. A
ol LA St i . ;i ] ::‘.‘:
T ey .,
. -r:_-ll-
z sl i =
% o T
- . - s
% e i
" ‘ : H-T-r‘-
= EEES A
T ek -
- .
- . ]
; F‘:a.
- e
'.x - " '= ?h?r.
i & i :
b &) i - ] i
- . k ™ = -
i oy = —ribt B ¥ =y
------ . iyl el T .. ¥ o iy e " LF AP F =
LT e " ‘I‘ fate Fies = - ¥ . 4
L " u:l l-'-:r :#.:J'"i'i,:i . -.'r'-:.-.'-'_ # e gt Dot Wi, Tl -..*ﬁ .:"F" "y ':" L, . el " TR T
- " . i q.:'.'_." '_l::;'. y ."' "‘.-?.'-i' i i"E-‘-""-':‘i"r'{ g e '-":l. "B ;‘i-._:a"-é ‘m 1:'
g e g e . Lo 3 v J st B R g ] S . - & 5 = : i, L
- - v = . L - - w . g
e BT g T etmneeh < :
; . W i sl m R i -
] et R e %" -
o= era ey : :
‘_t i R ".__-L-':...-. o S 5 .
'$ e LB o e, g s £
r L & i 48 :J_._\-'.._.'.J.\,'
.

' el

Ty
R a ity e
warleg n'.."--
AT R T e

& W&

Lo e

: Lt

. . L]

:t'-'n"‘"_"":_",.ﬂl..
-

-

¥
.

oy W

e L

ol B R e e e Y

-,-Ii h ]

iy
"Fl:?;'«:'!h::‘:
[ 1] u.: :r'ql fq..‘l' I.- e .|'-'I IJ'-.
Saatn o e

‘-E:Q-J%E . AT ; A x : ‘- E : i p = 3 * - i "'ﬂ"hl .'.__.. - - : . : o 3 . : : : . ; e el -. - s . 1 5 ; ; . Py % . - i = 3 1 & - v s . e ﬁ- . & .u . P ! . F| S x - .' a : e _.:. f : ¥ Yo . y L ) o . m E; s . = - o 5 ; .. L . > i -: g - 1 W' .
S S ST SRR T T e s, 1 1 i ea e e S

v a i
4 n - E 5
e o a. a b b *1.-.', p
L

- - 3 ¢ i,
s f:‘i!':.:p‘b"l.?'..i.“k ] i B T e e e T gt e
L t -y

- ¥ i - S Nt i, R N
o ey '-I-.I: ¥ s - oy :"_‘- ‘_ Trj;'-:.‘.thl.'*.f_"'_ . I-.‘L.r L :'il" iy
fama s oo o ae . T CE ) i Sl i o i
R S tph 1y Rt

E ®y |‘i=_l_l-r||—..|" = _r.,.. :l _ £ [ i e ;.‘.

L e e -*'il g e " s I-I'.-_--'?.i-lll..i g -

- - Bof o i L 1 s ¥ a B
-

-

e e
.l

| g o "' a3 EETT e
. e g i g e S L L
i B S B - 5 r = oAt ER - W, *-.
- » L. r .
. " P
v ;
. s
n X ] £ ; e o g Iy e o o P .-: = up £ =
L [ “ 3 e W s - ) - & r E . - _ = F A . o n -
= iy, A . g ] ; : v b o i Py P T e, T et TP 10 ol - - Tl B B Tk ¥ Bt B T T T R T b i e B o R W e e
. . ¥ " y L e - v . 7y . - et e v g - . i Pt o - - . - i . . = i ]
N A, : L : r " J - > . u T i T . W - E g d 1 ; S "W " gk, T r - Bl S P 2 o W i e B B o, e, B N - " A . I|-."'-|-.:.-..'.- -:'l."":.." 5 ks ]
b ;3 g S , s < - ’ - g e b » . i TR : 1 el g . o %, o . i o et ’ i o a T, : gl S _l_."ll,s‘l'lr = L TR g Y. A o L ] . o B e - |
- .& _’ § f b ; g . : 8 5 : _ ’ \ o . = e 3 . e P W . : § --l:r-.."'.--} i g A ] e L a_..: 5 - - 5 S T L
et - ;Kjlﬂs N y L L e, . . . . g o L 3 4 b L = - . it =l p Vg m e A Y e - ] * m B g e iy
e T > i , et = % b ¥ . - L S el | b L il e i P B E J F M- 4 () -
_ - = 5 N ] =g & LN & i g ] P £ 3 £ g
-, [y Q‘HM . L Y r:..r-l- e N s ot T e i ey oy Tl e oy 1 i
w % ; ; q-."i- 1 "-}i 'n..-_"«-"-an.';"- _}-_‘ .""‘--\.._'."'..:.,"'-"--'.""\-.T..,':' __-..-_1_ iy 'Ii',;, - .-.,-I-.J_.. ....,_r .
Wi y - g e, e, T L W e g v 5 et o Sl iy iy 4 S - o
t:‘ o ._ 3 ‘. ; y P T e Tl e e o X ".. L ‘J'.' o i -\.ul': {J_-\. s F oy 8 i
. B g o g W -:a.:rl"'l:'u- L e T T g e 1 bt S Ty M g™ Y
S e N o+ = . Yl C I R i e L & o P o " & e o
' F b, r rd
L L TN B & g § W, & Ham o i .L._ﬂu. W nidy o i = Bomi, I W W A Fiall = el | Lm i Fa
" & ¥ . e - " . B w e B e e P - 1 = o
g il:l ‘z} __{. li' r"-"."f:"‘.':: “:..'a'-‘...\,'i""dh"'l .‘I N gL e -r...lg._a-'a_l!. - B .‘.'.n,;.-_;,'_ _'.'r'P.F," ¥ o T gl
: 1 & L, i v i w & - r i % ing ¥ = s = - o E m oy M oy Wonmy, o w B orma g W B
St e R S e L AN 2 S
N , - =8 - iy - e i W o LT LR P & o, L - L -
k. ﬁ.!'l:‘?‘" ey, r"d"..-“'-'-'.'-.-'.'..-’."".l"'r'.':'.'."!"'_r_"'_'..'. R e . P _:‘"‘ "'F,'F- .;.-F.":"-... O S e
TR g Sy e Eig B T ¥ & W 1 : sy T o o Pt g ey i ol o, e, g TRy
g T & [ i '.r.' 7 "'-*-l.'.'-.-rl. -.-‘-- 1 g iy g .'J-\'F‘- 'J‘.F' o P N ul Farllom g 8 l-l':"l"-.-'"a.“ Il-
g B o e i m e s - e s ¥ i 5 . H . . 5 L
R Fiman i o R .-.:":: -;‘.l..":r“.i'i'-}l-h: R el LR e i ""-“.ru'q-\I Tl gt i 2 o g
L ¥ & i I iy o g e W -t, &% Ly s i - L T i
e ol 'j‘"‘ - el ..'.'7.-"‘:':;_: _;_l."_' e g e T e g e et e e LT s e e B e L Wy A, Wk
y T al ¥ fn g M T . > e ¥ =
i - o L] 7 Pl - = ' - ¥
T ¢ g W P ¥

o, ¥ ; : s " " £y Ty A, g m . P e I, s oyt R AR e gl e e L
s r’ ; ; . : : r i ; - ; AL, : ] - T 4 ; : m oy bl o - e & . Wl g e et i B, y : . R e e ey BTN AT
- E . G = e o E - L . 3 4 [ . . = " - F . s B, o [ o - (= Y e A e gyl : . . ] L — E q LR o e -

= -

e Fia [ 5 . bl g
oo o Ty Bl el e

, SOl

 ERERees

- Ftie T 8 iRt b2 i e o e R of .."_":"' s e . ': : 4 : '
sl e L " E: . :
: n{f‘-{! o i i =
.__“.._ - = 3 - . 3 L L i e ; - T i . :-. Py - : ; .-.. 5 ;‘.i‘.t .r* '} i.‘
Ty . s e e : - : b [ _ . et S T e e e : ; : s
. w = o W X ’ :

Fom oz e o o
--' ;

i AT e R
= ! r 1 ) L8 o
- W e W e o L o e s . ’
.,..F't.‘ !.-Iril-_l i - - i o B Ll . = W U
A T"' e R e Py B e B o 7 Pt 1 "..'_1""'_. i e AT e X T e = .*I?".*-:".M.ﬁ'., .
e i . By . p A . ¥

f"r#,nj";;;.ﬂ- #5.
[
.

ey

sl

!7-'u|

A

' .

S mg
: {
o

“ = ;- E T, : = .
L . _4-.1#‘ | it 2"l o g e gy e o A, R PO e Y K
S r e faaheomt ot oty vl e f s T s e £ 0 e ]
"5 =
: o 1 : E - q.-j'u-q-."-u-* |"|‘I‘I1‘*.1l ‘:.":."-."‘\.?.*r‘:ﬁﬁ: .'_'.'1,..._':.
= . o T g il o e e i, L e L el X T
E - ' B g % ", Bl ;. l|_;---+g__-:“ %, J‘T—'*_Lﬁ iy [y, Sy :-._l.- b W m
y : ¥ : ! k il L a e i = ety el P R L Piapen, g [ s S e I, e
: ; i . i £ ] Y o : % X L} sy = i F“- A p Temneg ¥ - 5
= = A 2 : i - T o, : * g N E ; -, . + - - - : e - o o § L
¥Rl - 1 3 L 3 B g 2 : - £ i, - - f e . I 1 FLl , > £ -
LT, I"l\ - o LY L 4 r T v = g o o L o e 5 - L - & 5
N " s lr 3= ; i : : ! L et ; . ¥ ; . ’
iy ¥ F‘n- ! ! £l [ ¢ r a . B .
= -'-l.-‘:i “'r Y ' . ® 3
B

kS

T

L '."-

e L

A

AL lr-'r'llﬁ P - -
. ":r - ol I‘r‘\v -1&‘_! -:_'_Il !'1--\. 5 & _'l.‘_
SR P R

L LT
.'-'q"-‘ll-f- & + # } L3 T - = = . - .._..- -z - -':-.'—.-i.'-l-i.‘--: -;.‘ e
: Tl e : i - o _l n, |_t .._E"?.- “ . : '-; iy r_.l::.l-'l-r‘r_‘- .-:.l"_-r.;ﬂ-_‘l-;.‘-'-:r_i a-.'.-"":-.q.' -_:_I .fh?.l‘:' r-‘;!'_-i-'-;r‘u:;_lq ‘u-‘:
: s - * _ : = » . » . L . " . .
.,*J..‘,m agtheiowats -
- A [ “ a e ) - S S - = 1 "
P s S S
e ] ol
o
i
-

ot -"
"rj- E 9

Py . - S el -y
. ! : : ; ] : : . ’ 4 =y Tu : P : . . - s : = - W T = T . . ] x 'F'f_" et o, . : ) Y AR -___h:. S "y Ly -y 3 ok
-_--1,'1"!- a 3 : q a (=) 5 ; o g .. B W v : . ’ ol g% = ; - s * b 2 ¥ e = ", . AN - s . : . - E — o i ]
PERRICE RS S S e

.-
o

L

oty . cr ] - & F
L] o i A :L:ﬁ«."‘-' L Ml 3
]
'
m o m
‘ o & '
i

S e : : : . o A L R B A i R el s EE e T N I T A e o g ' (pdr 7 S7L3 AL
r E " & = . .- . .| y i _ 5 ! s : o . C B i o - Jub - . Ao LA s E 3 = A c e - ) . L A oA g, Aol ,‘- dy Nt . - *',\.‘*‘. ""I.‘_f‘.-'l_" ‘: "E‘# ™ gyl -h.-l.l'- e i iy l"."’ :r* |i-1 - =kl .-_.__ : i - '.‘."..:'."' e ¥
= . F; | - 5 - K - 3 : = T = & L - - i S -, - N o s ! el b 0 ' = i - & oo i
B bt B P : g N Al - PN el eoel T e = : ey s : ; . . - e, wisy Fas 2a X0, R A T N A L e B e S et g St i T Kt
SR AR LA e ' e I - | ST g% - s : SRR . - - - =i i - - | : T s s T ey R e e R R R A SR R T S TR S
" T o] "‘-‘.",,;"‘:ﬁ » 1,4,?'_ e i A A X = ¥ MR i {;- : i i - ; : % _ - f ! = iy T = = . O " ! 4 | i . e ; - 5 ; - : A s e v N T et o et ! el R Ty ey 3
> 1 -';E‘r'f_"'i " “k.’r‘ "_'-_ [0 - . L i 5 J 1 - - T ¥ =" - : .. . gy 2 - A - T A ""t el """_-'F" r?{ 4 i = I E . i ] . g i o ; = o - 4 . ..-f_n. J = a.. Fa v
. - : =% 3
e s -
g

oy H"ﬁ' o S L
)

L '
. "'h'.‘h;.h"_,'-_"{"- -.t

i,
[

fa
P

gl B
g B

&
o
Pl

ol x| " o L
| i % i1 =n = e & il L - -
o g Rt Pt il L e e AL T Fo ) ok ] o m -.w.p,-;‘lF'. "'-t.. .pl,
n l - - -

% % f v
. F - T e
8 . oo M0 X ; A Lyt _ ot : ' S T et o b
-|. . & , o . g : o e Bl W g 3 F = . i’
] A e B N e e ey e i et ke ) e R Y e gy - 3 . i "l - % : s d .
* - W5 g b g e " s & w : el |
Ty W A e e g e g m T b O L g A e .._F:'::r R ‘T"'#?"'{:‘f;“{+:}'*‘: =it
S A e S s i e e e e e ; A 3 - - (%
! 1-‘.*1#':.‘ - fowen -..'"rlr‘.-.ll.' T i N '|'|J'|_:=| -I-':‘L Ii.;: "‘u.::'.:._-l‘_".-i.-m-.; '\:_1-}"- ":."_.' :’:: ‘r.'f!“'l‘i‘"'ll :}n"_ r_:' :-- » ‘:ﬂl
o & i - = 15, o I e W a 1 = L S e 1 ¥
g i W S U iy L T R By g L] e meay [ ] T - {ﬁﬁ
I A Ml N B e S B S (o ) S S ol shim it
L T W B T o T i W L g W e "5 .'i:_‘ - i - "“'{.""'
I P Ay T Oy (R R S e L i SRt e
1 *"‘:3-:: g :-:..1'—5:.1 .-I-'.':‘-ﬁ-p‘-—!u-: Py !-.I-‘!-‘ .":h“;“iiaﬂ " ol ""-J.d-. K 'r:" s Wty 1::*' S -:;-“':':-5*: Mt
A _r'_-,\"_l_‘__" "‘“-1.*" "1?_"5.'.1“,", e, i el e :'a-ﬂl"q. R - S, P -
TE T e ll,-Jl Sl g s T p..'a":n e e o e I""1--ili.."".'-".-:-" Ty
.‘,_.':..a..:'pL.‘.:uh',"u'..":'...’“-:1.,,5‘.-';',.‘.-1.._,L*J.m.',-'-,-;‘:,'y_ﬂ-,r‘-.@.’:_-! °‘*¢.T:*"’-.1":‘1:*‘_:._,T:_'
T i T _-'_”'.‘-dr,‘_ N e i Pl Yo e e L - e o L = e T o
n | My R e Ml i i Fom i n L o . 3 -
L e ™ ] e i B M g T T g O W R 'h-‘q_qr\-i { Q_ o g *-*'q %
|-"1"|" a"'!-""l'}r'“-;-‘l;l'\- o ] l.{‘f"l.-.l'!i"':."'l'.'z'”" '.F' 'h::" 2 e -""';' . J"" “w
i e R e 4 a o
e Py ) ey
H

e e ST R R e Pt
i gt ‘:ﬁ.a:l':.:“i' :=3:‘i'*$ﬁ$:‘:"1 P}*Q:FJ:E*‘ N A :f':?'l -
LA

¥ - T R &

l'_'l a i ‘.“l | H--.‘l-!-"\-e-q - -"q--\\-' pﬁ." “l'-l! :ﬂ..* ¥, b . .‘i ?"* -

s O e A AT :
-....Ip:'l-;w;,:'-'f _E:Iﬂ"";-:'?é:k“_ o : :‘-'__ iy 1_.-:._-_1_-'--1:‘}.}1&-.\-’ £

.‘hﬁ:?"wa",'iﬁ;::% IR i e

T L s i S -*;5*1'1"*-2;;‘#

PRI e N e T N e e e e

e S L R D .fw':'c:u.‘f?'w ":i‘a"-'ir-zf* ;.-_‘375
2

s - : : : . ) % i ¥, 1":; G A3 . sl 2y = . ; i ALE 3 ; : : e =5 3
. 2 S W, - e : - ; e g gii. e ™ ' ! . 1:"-':: kg i i " ey & 3 ' ' g F L I-f‘ .f::f e :F
B S o “xﬁ%ﬂﬁ"'-ﬂ. o ' ' SRR RS ST | ' RS N O P S RIS Ty R SEERNG SR RIS
?.' ll.:{l“:{‘ : e v " "l"}*l-:u . .h : . ; ?_'-._- k r ; .- g - : ey ) & : Pl - .1.,'..
T f 0

x =

= . B
L . o - ol oS- 1 i . . ¥ - : | o . i - LY 1 E. = - h #
- - ": T ET. e g L "'I-‘-l.' L o o & T ’ J ‘:5. :r" - 2 : f i i i--h:-"f " Ly ol i .d:f = win i "ﬁ =] s

F = = = - L H K o m ~ - F - = E ] b - 3 — .. Ll E - “ e ""-h.

O o s O TP T s D A ' : iy Jondie . Sy e s - e B L ol e Ly S Ay e B e AR
TS R o | o STy s o R A D S : e oF o i : % 3 e o C e L P O St R
Q ﬂ":*\:" ~ ‘_“l: "‘_'."E"*"' : i Pt . = ~ ) 1 a5 1o ‘__:r'f‘&i'nHi-r: - {_I-- _l_:-_:;"':-.. i'__ -'"55*.":}""‘:2_3"-5" '-:fv:ilﬂ‘ Y
) Hﬁ*il l{' i s

Nyl L

ST

SeEEa s

I-{";.-:i:“
5.

A a7 P, | LY "
h ey it et A e
LAyt oy 2. iy »
Py "

‘: -...- -". 5 2 1_:.. ‘.'- i ‘:.-’l }-ﬁ. '_"
e e W T R R ¥ by, B3 L L . i, & ¥ " " ™ & - *"'*,,

ey e < *;."-"*‘i; ST e S :
SO RS SO O

ol
- - -é?ﬁl‘h“:li*- s

5 L U:j q":i-iﬁ, 'q,._rt'l'
e e T g e

means, they m To the manor
elves — except plumbing, which  drawn: Since buying
ert to deal with the four-inch iron pipes,  Higham Park for the
g, which needed a professional to lay the 400  knockdown price of
the hall alone. They visited other old  £1 million, restoring
ouses for tips, wheedling free help where possible. A it to its former
gardening teacher gave advice in exchange for a  grandeur has
cartload of horse manure. A stonemason told them how  become an all-

to grind off the cement laid over the Portland stone  consuming labour of

the hall. Patricia, an asthmatic, lost her voice for  love for Patricia,

adventures woul
omedy. ‘Instead of

, replac

efore. With exp a reluctant joiner, who let slip that
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| gave ahouse on the erte to the De H%g"'a Farmi
| descendants of Norman invaders who helped Willia
he ( eror *zf;fu?b.ufi.;_; the area. Pr

-agamst El zabir &
house passed thru;.,h
banker called William Gay
added a portico and
gardens inspired by his

~ grandson’s glowing account
Tour

'f hiS Gran;

® HIGHAM PARK’S
: .em heyday be._a:n in

“rrhusband;iefinrt
racmg accident, she was
determined to buy Higham
as an f-.?_?’.??-znjéias-é.,;:-fh_ estate for her son, Louus 7; Villiam Gay

much Qf anhaan made an offer he couldn’t refu:
Just as the Countess ir oved m in 191 1 she die f
flu, leaving Louis, her 16-year-old son, to live there
alone with his £11.5 million pound legacy. Louis, a real-
life Great Gatsby, married a Gaiety Girl called Violet
|eicester, one of an elite group of stunning music-hall
dancers who wed into the upper classes. He raced
miniature trains round the garden, and built fast cars. A
neighbour, James Bond creator lan Fleming, watched

motorbikes that he could reproduce in his garage the
| tiny metal hinges on each window 1n Higham’s facade,
| which had been hanging off after storm damage.

‘We do everything by gut feeling,” says Patricia. “We

{ planned the flower beds in shades of apricot and i1t was
| right, to judge by a picture from the 1900s brought to us

one day by a former butler here.” ICI was particularly

1 helpful, designing — free — a special sealant to stop

- the paint bubbling on the plaster. Furniture came by

 luck when Barry’s bank moved to modern offices and

didn’t want antiquated items such as a 28-foot table.
The idea of opening the house for formal tours
occurred by accident when an old man came around
and asked if he could see the garden. ‘Loads of people
kept arriving to look round,” says Amanda. This 1s their
first year of offering what they call proper tours, 1n
which one of them relates the triumphs and problems of
living at Higham. Though they love their visitors, they
also have unnerving ones. Amanda, Patricia and Barry

have all heard eerie footsteps in one overhead room.

Around the kitchen, an invisible man has whistled a
tune — which the ladies both heard — and former
staff and patients coming back to visit (in one of 1ts
previous incarnations, the house had been a hospital),
have recounted tales of hearing invisible ambulances
driving up the gravel drive to the front door, then
drawing away a few minutes later.

Other temfylng visits have come from all-too-sohd
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@ FLAMBOYANT AND GENEROUS. Count Lous
presented the villagers of Bridge with the fastest fire
engine of its day. But his fascination with speed
brought him misery. ‘A neighbour remembers him
____ burying a Mercedes in a
% I we | chalkpit here, says Patricia.
i am | . .| Apparently, Count Louis had
£ had the car buu!t fr

_—\€” | again. Count Louis was kiled
; - in1924. -'--~;jf-i.'-?;n a Mercedes

marned mto another weaﬁ:hy
family and Higham was sold
to Walter Whigham. ‘He
changed the name o
Highland Court because he
didn't want to be known as
“Whigham of Hig-ham™,
explains Amanda. Higham
was home to Walter's most
famous relative, Margaret
Duchess of Argyll, notorious
for the divorce case brought
band after he discovered a photo of her,
nly her pearls, with a ‘headless man’ said {o

@ IN 1939 THE HOUSE was used by the Army as a
barracks, and in 1942 it became Free French
headquarter for General de Gaulle. After the War, it
was sold and became a hospital, then a children’s
home. In 1988, its tumbledown state led to closure and
it was boarded up. Finally came rescue and a new
lease of life with Amanda and Patricia.

men clutching iron bars, hoping to raid the house for
imaginary treasures. One, when cornered, ran his van
into Amanda in his haste to escape, but she wasn’t
badly hurt. They now have floodlights, and the police
arrive within two minutes of an alarm call. Amanda
took a snapshot of onie intruder, a man in black they saw
coming across a field. They ran after him — only to
find he had vanished into thin air. The developed film
showed nothing but a cloudy haze in the field, with the
outline of someone in 1ts midst. A scientist found
nothing wrong with the film, nor did any image appear
on the photograph frames either side of the cloud. They
concluded that the man was yet another ghost.

Five years after moving in, they can make plans for
the future. When the upper floors are fixed, they want to
put in eight apartments, rented out to like-minded
people, who can help to pay for the house’s upkeep.
They will restore garden follies, such as a temple they
have seen in old photos, and reinstate the pretty
peacock-shaped topiary, whose outlines they uncov-
ered. Then, perhaps, a little light horse-breeding once
again. And — who knows? — one day, they might
have time to change into evening frocks for drinks on
the terrace like ladies to the manor born.

Higham Park, near Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, is open
1 1am-6pm, Sunday to Thursday, until October 3 1.
House, £1.50; gardens, £2.50 (children £1). Tel:
01227 830830, or visit www. hzgham-park co.uk
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